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After more than 27 years
of outstanding service to
the Choir and Cathedral,
Alan has decided to retire
after Easter. I am sure
that generations of past
choristers and chorister
parents would like to show
their gratitude to both
Alan and Tina for their unstinting work over such a
long period of time and to
wish them both a long and
happy retirement. Luckily
they will be staying not far
away from The Close in
Chichester. The CCCA hope

that as many members as
possible will be at the
Summer Reunion so that
we can mark our grateful
thanks to Alan and Tina.
The Reunion might be on
Saturday 21 June. Details
to follow. Please send
donations for a leaving
present to

Please make cheque payable to CCCA and envelope marked Dr. Thurlow’s
leaving gift.

Andrew Porter,
Treasurer CCCA
81 Alwyn Road
Maidenhead
Berks SL6 5EJ

News from past Choristers : John Hughes Chamberlain (1979—81)
After leaving Prebendal in
1981 I moved on to Ardingly College in Haywards
Heath where I had a great
time but sadly did not
really justify the very large
music scholarship that got
me there! I left after three
hugely enjoyable but aca-

demically less successful
years.
Having tried a few different career paths I eventually settled down in 1990
in Haslemere where I
started Chamberlain Music, a retail shop with an

angle towards education.
Today most of our business is done through an
educational catalogue direct to schools, colleges,
choirs, orchestras etc and
increasingly more online.
We still retain a large retail
(continued on page 4)

CCCA Autumn Newsletter 2007

Page 2

Treasurers Report : Andrew Porter
This is a brief interim report on the current state of
our Association’s finances. As I reported at
last summer’s AGM, for a
variety of reasons, we had
a substantial excess of
£998 at the end of last
year. It was agreed by the
committee that this surplus should be utilised to
support both the Choral
Foundation Book initiative by £200 and also to
further boost the Scholarship fund capital base by
£800.

As may have been reported elsewhere the
Scholarship Trust fund
has also received a substantial donation of
£80,000 from the Elizabeth Emily Biggs Trust.
This latter benefaction has
enabled us to offer a new
partial scholarship for another chorister in addition
to the current one, to commence with the new entry
in September 2008.
Last year, we agreed a
small increase in the annual subscription. I am

grateful to the large majority of you who have
modified your banker’s
orders to accommodate
this. There are still a few
who need reminding that
the standard subscription
is now £12 per year and
the under 21 sub. is £6.
Please check your bank
statements to see if you
still need to make this
change.
There will be a small red
cross on your mailing
label if your subscription
is currently underpaid.

Charlie Bell (1996-2002)
Star of BBC’s ―Question
Time‖ this Summer

Advent Reunion Saturday 1 December 2007
Following last year’s success,
the Advent Reunion will again
be held in the Cloisters’ Café
after the service. For those
who have not been to the Advent Procession in recent
years starts at 6.00 pm. Past
Choristers have seats reserved in the Quire and you
will need to be seated by 5.45.
There will be NO tickets issued

but names are required.
Please note you will need to
enter by St. Richard’s door in
the cloisters.
A raffle will be held during the
supper. Soft drinks and House
Wine can be purchased separately by the glass or bottles.

Cost: £ 12.50 per person

MENU
Beef Bourguignon or
Mushroom Stroganoff
with seasonal vegetables
and rice
Steamed Treacle Sponge Pudding and Custard
Mince pie and Coffee

Please return the enclosed form by Friday 23 November to
Dily Ruffer at 40 Beaufort Road Bournemouth BH6 5AN

Huw Edwards (1991—
1996) is currently at
Sandhurst, where he
hopes to become an
officer in The Welsh
Guards

David Hirst (1972 –1976) Royal Academy of Music
and at Geneva. From SepSince St Martin’s-in the tember David has been
fields, where David was
appointed Deputy ManagAssistant Organist, closed
ing Director of Harrison
for renovation earlier this
and Harrison, the organ
year he has begun post
builders' and so will be
graduate organ studies
moving to Durham, It is
with Lionel Rogg at the

expected that in due
course he will become the
Manager of Harrison and
Harrison. It is a very exciting time for the company who are taking on a
number of prestigious
projects including the
Royal Festival Hall organ.
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Benjamin Ruffer (1993—1998) and Claire Matthews are married in the
Cathedral on Saturday 22 September 2007
Benjamin and Claire were married by the Dean, complete
with the State Trumpeters, The
Choir singing Parry’s I was
Glad, Canon Nason saying the
prayers and Mark Wardell
playing out the happy couple
with Widor’s Toccata. The
Quire was packed with their
relatives and friends with the
nave full with a number of past
choristers including Andrew
Porter, Tom Skew and Huw
Edwards as well as the Pre-

bendal Matron, Mrs. Bachelor
and a number of the regular
congregation who knew Benjamin when he was a chorister.

tion in a horse drawn carriage
and caused a long tail back on
the Bognor road for about half
an hour!

One visitor to the cathedral
was heard to ask, was this a
Royal Wedding? Well, not quite
but as the Dean said, all weddings are special, and this was
no exception. It was good to
have the support of so many
for the Service.
The couple left for the Recep-

www.everyclick.com

Here is an easy way
you can help generate
funds for the CCCA
Scholarship Trust fund

without costing you a
penny. Register with
www.everyclick.com
and use this search engine. Every time you
use it the association
gets a contribution. You
can even use it to find
Google if that is your
preferred search engine. There is a card

enclosed to help you
register. So far the six
CCCA members who
use the site have raised
nearly £30 in a short
space of time. This
could be a steady
source of income if
more members signed
up.

Is this a Royal
Wedding? asked
one bystander!

Unusual Gathering of CCCA members in an East Sussex Garden by Peter Begbie

(L-R) Bob Howse, David Greabe,
Roger Goodling, Peter Sanderson,
Jeremy White, Peter Begbie flanked
by wives

On a fine September afternoon
(same day as the
wedding reported above!
Ed.), 7 chorister
members of
CCCA and 4
wives met up in
the garden of
“Chant Steam
Collage” near
Battle in East Sussex for the
inauguration of a five inch
gauge steam model railway.

This ambitious project had
been entirely built by David
Greabe (1945-51) and installed in the garden of his
home. The invitation informed us that the first train
would depart for a circuitous
run around the garden pond
at 2pm assuming no explosions or breakdowns and a
following wind! However,
any trepidation that David
may have had was illfounded; for apart from a
couple of minor de-railments

David Hirst on Henry
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“Henry” the red
engine with Roger,
the driver for the day

and one occasion when the
firebox had to
be “dropped”
because of a
water leak,
“Henry”, the red
tank engine,
with gleaming
brass and copper fittings,
belching steam
and smoke, valiantly pulled two coaches
carrying the driver and each
guest in turn around the scenic garden track.
The technical-minded might
like to know that the engine
weighs one cwt, the side tanks
hold one gallon of fresh water
which is heated by coal in a
boiler tested to 180lbs per
square inch. The 390ft track
(“about the same length as
Chichester Cathedral”, says

David) is constructed with
rails of aluminium and wood
“sleepers” mounted on 53
tons of ballast.
The guests were entertained
most generously with food
and drink; for those requiring
Dutch courage before embarking on their first “run”,
was no problem! David’s
friend, Roger Naughton, did
much of the driving and
tended to the various needs of
the engine; being an exdental surgeon, his fingers
dexterity was very apparent.
David’s charming cousins,
John and Kate and their children, Tommy and Anna (an
enthusiastic chorister herself)
did sterling work with the
hospitality and Tommy doubled as relief engine driver
with innate skill.
It was good to see a younger
generation of choristers

represented by David Hirst.
He arrived towards the latter
end of the afternoon as
David had earlier been giving an organ recital in London. We all agreed that the
afternoon had been a great
success and an example of a
group of people being drawn
together through their previous association with Chichester Cathedral.
You may wonder how
David, an architect and an
organ designer of international repute, acquired his
interest in model railways?
Well, you might say it is “in
the blood” as I recall that his
father was a “Double-0”
railway enthusiast.
The saga continues as
“Henry” may be competing
with a model of “The
Rocket”, next year!

Advanced Notice - Date for your 2008 Diary
The 2008 Beer and Skittle Championships will take place at the Four Chesnuts, The
Hornet, Chichester on Saturday 16 February 2008. Look out for the special mailing
for this event in the New Year. A trophy will be presented for the top team as well as
small individual prizes for different categories.

Continued from page 1
David Ruffer,
CCCA Chairman

40 Beaufort Road
Bournemouth
Dorset
BH6 5AN
Phone: 01202 427 485
E-mail: DvdRuffer@aol.com

music shop in town, selling everything from pianos to didgeridoos and
lots of books.
I am married to Charlotte
and we have three children, Anna (20) who is at
Bath Art College, Tom
(14) who has just started
at Bryanston in Blandford
and Will (11 ) who has a
couple of years left at
Highfield in Liphook
where Charlotte also
teaches music.

I returned to Prebendal only
about six months ago to
watch Tom playing hockey
for Highfield against Prebendal and on the same
pitch that I remember playing all those years ago.
I managed to remain reasonably anonymous until
afterwards when Tom having noticed my name on a
scholarship board, shouted
across the dining room,
“Dad, how come you are
not much better at the piano
having got a music scholarship from here!”

Beer and Skittles
Saturday evening
16 February 2008
at the
Four Chesnuts,
Chichester
Good beer,
good company,
good food,
good fun!

